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P R O G R A M 

 

 

10:00-10:10 Asim Kurjak (Zagreb, Croatia): Welcome address 

10:10-10:20 Milan Stanojevic (Zagreb, Croatia): Introduction 

10:20-10:40 Milan Stanojevic (Zagreb, Croatia): How resilience of healthy newborns 

can be increased during COVID-19 pandemic? 

10:40-11:00 Ola Didrik Saugstad (Oslo, Norway): Resuscitation of the newborns during 

COVID-19 pandemic 

11:00-11:20 Manuel Sanchez Luna (Madrid, Spain): Human milk bank and 

personalized nutrition in the NICU – COVID-19 perspective 

11:20-11:30 Discussion and coffee 

11:30-11:50  Esin Koc (Ankara, Turkey): Early neonatal outcome of VLBV infants in 

Turkey: preCOVID-19 and COVID-19 perspective 

11:50-12:10  Marina Degtyareva (Moscow, Russia): Why is it important not to miss 

CMV infection during COVID-19 pandemic? 

12:10-12:30 Fatima Usman (Kano, Nigeria): Newborn mortality in Sub-Saharan Africa: 

why is perinatal asphyxia still a major cause? 

12:30-12:45 Discussion and closing remarks 

 

 

  



 
 
 

S P E A K E R S 
 

 

Name and Surname  Milan Stanojevic 

Affiliation  Ginekos Outpatient Clinic for Maternal and Child Health, Zagreb, Croatia 

UNICEF Office Croatia, Zagreb, Croatia 

Date and place of 

birth 

 November 13, 1953, Sisak, Croatia 

Titles  MD, PhD 

Scientific 

International Society 

Memberships  

 2007-2011 Secretary General of the World Association of Perinatal Medicine (WAPM)  

2008 Board member of the Fetus as the Patient Society 

2008 associate fellow of the International Academy of Perinatal  

Medicine (IAPM) 

2011 vice-president WAPM  

2013 president elect WAPM  

2014 regular fellow IAPM 

2014 Fellow European Academy of Sciences and Arts 

2015-2019 president of WAPM 

2019-2021 past President of WAPM  

Scientific National 

Society 

Memberships  

 Member of the Board of Croatian Perinatal Association 

Member Croatian Pediatric Association of the Croatian Medical Association 

Member Croatian Society of Preventive and Social Pediatrics of the Croatian Medical 

Association 

Vice-president Section of Neonatology Croatian Perinatal Association and Croatian 

Pediatric Association 

Recognitions   1997 Medal of the City of Koprivnica, Croatia for outstanding scientific contribution in the 

field of medicine 

1999 Diploma of the Croatian medical Association fro the promotion of the tradition of 

the CMJ and improvement of medical science and public health 

1999 Acknowledgment of Appreciation of CMJ for long lasting scientific and professional 

activities in the protection of maternal health  

2002 Diploma of the Main Board of the CMA for the promotion of professional, scientific 

an ethical principles and improvement of public health  

2005 Charter of the CMA for outstanding contribution to the CMA, medical science nad 

healthcare in the Republic of Croatia 

2008 Ladislav Rakovac Award by CMA for achievements in the development of 

healthcare, medical science and in particular for the activities within the CMA 

2011 William Liley Medal by Fetus as a Patient Society  



 
 

2019 Global Maternity Prize International Academy of Perinatal Medicine  

Visiting professor at the Weill Cornell Medical University, New York, USA  

Honorary professor of the Pirogov Russian National Research Medical University, 

Moscow, Russia  

Honorary professor Medical Institute of State University in Surgut, Russia  

Honorary professor Kuban State Medical University, Russia 

Publications and 

scientific activities 

 Published 314 papers (140 journal and 174 conference papers), more than  

40 conference papers without publication as invited speaker, with more than 1800 

citations and H index 19. Wrote 59 chapters in the books and edited 7 books. Member of 

editorial board of two journals and reviewer in ten. Participating in several research 

scientific projects.  

Member of the organizing committees, vice – president and member of scientific  

committees of national and international meetings 

Other  National coordinator for education at the UNICEF Office for Croatia involved already 

twenty five years in the project “Baby Friendly Hospital Initiative” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name and Surname  Ola Didrik Saugstad 

Affiliation  Oslo University Hospital, Norway 

Date and place of 

birth 

 5 March 1947, Oslo, Norway 

Titles  MD PhD 
Scientific 

International Society 

Memberships  

  

Honorary memberships of: German Society for Perinatal Medicine (2011). Hungarian 

Association of Pediatricians (2000), Finnish Society for Perinatal Medicine (2003),  

European Association of Perinatal Medicine (EAPM) (2004), American Pediatric Society 

(2011), 

He was board Member 1996-2002 and President and past President of European  

Association of Perinatal Medicine 2002-4, 2004-6 

2013 He is Honorary Doctor at University of Athens and Honorary Professor at Moscow 

Pirogov University.  

 

Scientific National 

Society 

Memberships  

 Honorary member: Norwegian Society for Perinatal Medicine (2002) 

Recognitions   Laerdal’s Acute Medicine Award (University of Oslo) 1995, The Arvo Yllpä Medal  

(University of Helsinki) 1997, Elected Fellow at Royal College of Physicians, Edinburgh  

1996, Virginia Apgar Prize (World Association of Perinatal Medicine) 2001,  

Medinnova’s Idea Award (Rikshospitalet) 2002, Elected Fellow International Academy  

of Perinatal Medicine (Barcelona) 2005, The Human Protection Award (Oslo) 2007,  



 
 

The Maternité Prize (European Association of Perinatal Medicine) 2008,  

“Recent Advances in Neonatology”, International meeting Honoring Ola D Saugstad, 

Würzburg 2008, Märta Philipson’s Award for Progress in Paediatrics  

(Karolinska Institutet, Stockholm) 2010, Knighted by the Norwegian King  

(St. Olav’s order) for paediatric research 2010, The Landmark Award, American  

Academy of Pediatrics 2011, The Bjoernson Award (for free speech) Norwegian  

2011,ME Award (Norwegian ME association) 2012, The Nordic Medical Award  

(Stockholm) 2012, Life Long Achievement in Neonatology. World congress of Perinatal 

Medicine (Madrid) 2015, The Golden Amnioscope, IAPM 2016, The Saling Award WAPM 

2017, The Chiesi prize in Neonatology 2017 

Publications and 

scientific activities 

 He has published 510 articles, of these 39 reviews, recorded in Pubmed, >12 500  

citations, and a series of book chapters in international books in Perinatal/Neonatal 

medicine H index: (Web of Knowledge) 57, (Google scholar) 77.RG score 50 (> 97,5 

percentile).  

Orcid: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3166-5254 

 

 

Name and Surname  Manuel Sanchez Luna 

Affiliation  Hospital General Universitario Gregorio  Marañon, Madrid, Spain 

Titles  MD, PhD, Professor  

Scientific 

International Society 

Memberships  

 Ex-President of the Union of European Neonatal and Perinatal Societies (UENPS) 

Ex- President of the International Neonatology Association (INA) 

Ex-VicePresident of the World Association Of Perinatal Medicine (WAPM) 

Regular Fellow of the International Academy of Perinatal Medicine 

Scientific National 

Society 

Memberships  

 2019 President of the Spanish National Society of Neonatology from October  

 

Publications and 

scientific activities 

 Publications in National and International scientific journals and books over 200, 

conferences, Chairs, at international and national Congress and workshops: more than 

250 

International advisor for Neonatal Nutrition, group of growth and anthropometric  

neonatal study, INTERGROWTH 21. WHO. Anthropometry group. 

Advisor at the WHO program “Small and Sick babies” and Every Newborn Results  

Framework 2020-2022  

Areas of Interest: Bronchopulmonary Dysplasia, Respiratory physiology, Sepsis,   

Shock, personalized nutrition 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Name and Surname  Esin Koç 

Affiliation  Division of Neonatology, Department of Pediatrics, Gazi University, Ankara, Turkey 

Date and place of 

birth 

 January 9, 1962, Izmir, Turkey 

Titles  MD, Professor, Director 

Scientific 

International Society 

Memberships  

 2018 Executive Board member Union of European Neonatal and Perinatal Socıetıes 

(UENPS)  

2019 Board Member World Association of Perinatal Medicine (WAPM)  

Effective member European Workshop of Neonatology 

Committee member of EAPM-Preterm Birth Special Interest Group 

Scientific National 

Society 

Memberships  

 President of Neonatology Education Board (TUKMOS) 

2010 - 2015 General Secretary Turkish Neonatal Society  

2015 till now President of Turkish Neonatal Society 

Member-Health Policies- Scientific Advisory Board  

Member-Neonatal and Pediatric Health Scientific Committee of Turkish Ministry of Health 

Member- Cellular therapies Scientific Advisory Board of Turkish Ministry of Health 

Publications and 

scientific activities 

 Published 95 international publications; 890 citations, h-index 17 

 

 

 

Name and Surname  Marina Vasilievna Degtyareva 

Affiliation  Department of Neonatology at Pirogov Russian National Research Medical University in 

Moscow, Russia 

Date and place of 

birth 

 September 15, 1963 Moscow, USSR 

Titles  MD, PhD, DSci, Professor 



 
 

Scientific 

International Society 

Memberships  

 Director Russian Branch of Ian Donald Inter-University School of Medical Ultrasound 
in Obstetrics and Gynecology  
Vice-President Union of European Neonatal and Perinatal Societies (UENPS) 
2016-2019 Secretary General World Association of Perinatal Medicine (WAPM) 
2019 President Elect of the WAPM  
National Representative of the Russian Society for Neonatology (UENPS)  
Member European Society of Paediatric Research, Section: Infection, Inflammation, 
Immunology and Immunization 
Board Member Fetus as a Patient International Society 
Director Erich Saling World School of Perinatal Medicine 
  

Scientific National 

Society 

Memberships  

 Board Member, Russian Society for Neonatology,  
Executive Committee Member, Russian Society of Perinatal Medicine 

Recognitions   2002 and 2012 Diplomas of the Ministry of Health of the Russian Federation   
2011 Best Trainer of the Year in Postgraduate Education, Board of Rectors of Russian 
Medical Higher Education Institutions 
2012 Governmental Prize for the development and implementation of new technologies in 
perinatal medicine, Government of the Russian Federation  
2015 Diploma of Honors of Moscow Duma  
 
Honorable Professor of Surgut State University (Surgut, Russia)  
Honorable Professor of Dubrovnik International University (Croatia)  
2013 Special Achievement Award The Best National Director, Ian Donald Inter-University 
School of Medical Ultrasound (Dubrovnik, Croatia)  
2015 William Liley Medal International Society Fetus As a Patient   
2019 Certificate of Appreciation for development of Donald Schools in Russia Ian Donald 
Inter-University School of Medical Ultrasound  
 

Publications and 

scientific activities 

 Published more than 150 papers and chapters in books  
Co-author of the Russian National Guidelines in Neonatology, textbooks and clinical 
guidelines in Neonatology, Russian guidelines on respiratory distress-syndrome, on 
neonatal care, stabilisation and neonatal resuscitation at the delivery room (2020) 
Dedicated to the development of postgraduate education and cooperation in perinatal 
medicine 
Organized international educational seminars and programs in Russia  
Supervisor of 7 PhD thesis and 1 doctoral research which were successfully defended 
 
Member of Editorial Board: The Journal Neonatology: News, Opinions, Training (Russian) 
Donald School Journal of Ultrasound in Obstetrics and Gynecology 
 
Reviewer in Peer Reviewed Journals: Pediatria, the Journal named after G.N. Speransky 
(Russian) 
Journal of Perinatal Medicine 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Name and Surname  Fatima Usman 

Affiliation  Department of Paediatrics, 
 Faculty of Clinical Sciences, 
Bayero University, Kano (BUK), Aminu Kano Teaching Hospital (AKTH), Nigeria 

Date and place of 
birth 

 June 20, 1984, Kano, Nigeria 

Titles  MBBS, FWACP, PGPN, MSc 

Scientific 
International Society 
Memberships  

 Member African Perinatal Society (APS)  
Member Unit of Young Scientists, International Academy of Perinatal Medicine (IAPM) 
Member American Society of Hematology (ASH) 

Scientific National 
Society 
Memberships  

 Member Paediatric Association of Nigeria (PAN) 
Member Nigerian Society of Neonatal medicine (NISONM) 
Member Nigeria Medical Association (NMA) 
Member Medical and Dental Consultant Association of Nigeria 
Member Medical Women’s Association of Nigeria (MWAN) 
Member of the Outreach and Linkages Committee for the Africa Centre of Excellence for 
Population and Policy, Bayero University Kano, Nigeria 
Member Blood Transfusion Committee at AKTH Aminu Kano Teaching Hospital (AKTH), Kano, 
Nigeria 

Recognitions   2008 Best graduate student Bayero University Kano  
2008 First Bank of Nigeria Prize for best graduate student in Paediatrics  
2013 Asoquo Antia Memorial Prize for the best membership candidate in Paediatrics for 
West African College of Physicians  
2013 Best membership candidate in Paediatrics for the National Postgraduate Medical 
College of Nigeria  
2016 Merit certificate for the AuthorAID Research Writing  
2017 Second Prize Award for the best scientific paper World Congress of Perinatal Medicine, 
Belgrade, Serbia  
2018 Recipient of Commonwealth award  

 Publications and 
scientific activities 

 She is the author of numerous papers 
Areas of research interest are jaundice, kernicterus and neonatal neurology, and is currently 
involved in many researches as part of the Stop Kernicterus in Northern Nigeria (SKINN) 
group and the international genetics of jaundice genomic repository. 
2014-2016 was part of the working research group for the Saving Life at Birth (SLAB) project 
for the prevention of kernicterus in Nigeria in collaboration with Bill and Melinda Gates 
foundation, USAID, Bilimetrix, UKAid, Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Grand 
Challenges Canada.  
2019 A member of the research grant writing team that won the competitive Africa Centres 
of Excellence for Development Impact grant for the Africa Centre of Excellence for Population 
Health and Policy (ACEPHAP) at Bayero University Kano, a World Bank and Association of 
African Universities grant 
 

 


